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After two months here in Shinchi, it is now time for me to sitdown at the com-  {& 0oooo 08 g o000 000000000000 = B U 1% L/ ® [
puter and write about my experience up until now. " 0oWw 000000 0 0 g 0 -E, OoUdopopDooooO0oDbDaooan O g 37 % E h 2
And it s difficult for me to know where to start. | had many fears before com- 15000 00000 000 U a0 00 Q0 0 OoOoooooogaoB A= & O
ing to Shinchi. Having lived in a foreign country before, I knew that | would have @FHER 0o 0 U sggp O 00 Oo0ogoO0Opoooaontb 8 e 5 Ll
some difficulties. | knew that | wouldn't be able to communicate easily with other OOW 00000 000 U s0pg0p 0 Oo0ooO0pooo?Q @ ’é‘ BB 21 = O
people, and | wasn't sure if | would be welcomed, or treated as a strange intrud- 0000150000 15000 DoOo0000 OO0 0 Qg O BEO o U O O OO0OgoQ0pgoonpU <A £ a— - E 0
€r. 160K OO0OO o000 0 mO0 o UYnono O0OQ o ooopnodasE>D E+
Also, having never taught before, I had fears of a teachering. As a recent graduate, sometimes I still feel out of place 210 (k) ooooog 0 OO0 0 0 Ak 0 O 0O 0O OO0 0 O0000 g 5 E = N
in the teacher's room. But, perhaps my biggest fear was how | would deal with leaving behind all of my friends and Q@=RIEE: OO 0O 0O 0 3 0 a 0O 0 OO0 00 Oo0oDOoo e = U
family. But after living in Shinchi now for two months, all of those fears have gone away. The biggest reason for my 2001 (B) oo0 O O =
change in outlook is the kindness of all of the people who have welcomed me here. There are not enough words to O~ I LIETTRE
describe how much | appreciate everyone’s effort to make my transition to Shinchi life as smooth as possible. 2060 0OOoO00 O00DO00O O O OO O OO0O0O0OoOoOo0o0OoOaogao *E O 0
And what a transition it was! I have gone from student to teacher. I can’t communicate easily in my own language. | @ EEsE O0O00O0O0o0an 0000000000000 0O00OODOO &H 0 00
drive on the other side of the car and of the street. | have gone from one of the biggest and most expensive cities in the 0o (71()/ alalalals Ooo0doooaoan AU ODOOoOpooooODOoO0OO0ODOoaxR O O
world to this small, but beautiful, little town. In Los Angeles, | had 3 other roommates in a small apartment with no O00000nQpQ =0 0 oo O OooDooo0O0oo0Dogo o O O 0
parking spaces. But here, | am lucky enough to have my own apartment and a parking space right outside my house. 20000 000D O0O000o0O0g U0 gooo Oo0Dooo0cU0o0ooU0O@Ooao @ O 0 O
But despite the huge differences, I really love itall. By turning my life upside down, I have learned more about myself, 0WM D0OO0O0O Ooo0ongO 0 0 Q0000 OoooooUdooodpao 2 D o O
and the world, in the past two months than | have in my entire life. | might be a teacher of the English language, but | 0@ 000000 D0O0O0D0B8p4®%&00000 oooob0O0ooopgao© 0 0 1%
am a complete beginner when it comes to almost everything else. So | have tried to open my eyes and my ears and O SRR Oooo0o0ongu 0 & o0 gooao OoooDoo4dooano 0 o E 0
learn as much as | can from everyone. For example, even though I can’t speak your language now and am a complete 1400() DOO0000 Oo0OonQ Uy 1 J Uogooo 00000 D O00Qgao 00 0
beginner in karate, the hope that one day | might learn these skills is very exciting to me. 240@%) OO0OO0000 OooOoono U 0 Z Uoooag OO0o0o0oo0DQgOoOooanao 5 0
So in closing, thank you all so much for everything that you have done so far. | wish that | knew how to express my 310@® 0OO0OOo0o0 Oooogd 0 N Unoooao o000 oooo0o0oogao 0 0
gratitude to everyone in words. T O ERS 0000 E E I E D000 O0OD0DO0O0O0O¢ 00000 E O
Until next time, I'm sure that 1 will see you around town. e OO@E) OoOooO OO 0O 0O sl ? 0 OO0 0O 0O O0o0O0Oo0o00Oo0oOo0onaogao 0 0
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