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I want to say welcome and congratulations to all the new students at Shoei.
It' s nice to see so many familiar faces from my visits to elementary schools.

ooooi1k0o0oa
Hello Shinchi!

Hil e

I laughed, of course. But | can understand

Do you know that | love Japanese? | especially love Kanji. Recently, | sent

a picture to my brother in Canada by email. On the phone he told me
“ Because there are Japanese characters in the background, the picture looks

like it' s from another planet!”
him. Before | came to Japan, Chinese characters were a mystery. | often asked

my Chinese-Canadian friends about Chinese shop signs in Toronto. | thought

that it was magic to be able to read those characters.
Even now, when | read Kanji, it feels like magic. But I think reading, in any

language, is a kind of magic. Ever since | was very young, I’ ve loved read-
ing. In kindergarten and grade 1, | would often read my books out loud. Over

and over again. | would try to read anything | could find. And | always loved

getting a new book.

Marks

But someday, I’ Il read and write well in Japanese. 1 won'’ t stop studying even

when | go back to Canada. Maybe when | become a famous writer, I’ Il be

able to translate my own books into Japanese!

ested in their history and beauty. | have a book that explains the origin of
See you!

Nowadays, | have that same curiosity about reading Kanji. I' m very inter-
Kanji. | can’ t stop reading it. Sometimes I write short emails in using Kanji
tomy Japanese friends. But it s still very difficult for me. After 3 years, | still
only know a few hundred Kanji. Not enough to read a Japanese newspaper.
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